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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendments 

1. The Action is responsive to Applicant's Amendments, filed January 1 1 , 2006. 

2. It is acknowledged the amendments made to the claims 18, 20-25, 27-28, 31-32, 35, 
38-39 and 42 in Applicant's Amendments, filed January 1 1 , 2006. 

3. Claims 1-43 are pending in the application and, are rejected. 

4. As to Applicant's Remarks, filed January 1 1 , 2006, please see discussion in the 
section Response to Arguments, fo\\o\N\ng the Office Action for non-Final Rejection 
(hereafter "the Action") shown next. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

6. Claims 18, 20-25, 27-28, 31-32, 35, 38-39 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 
first paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The 
claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the specification Jn such a 
way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the 
time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. In the claims 
"(computer readable) visual representation (s)" was currently amended to "digital 
picture(s)". However, the subject matter "digital picture(s)" was not described in the 
specification. In the Action, Examiner interprets "digital picture(s)" as "(computer 
readable) visual representation(s)" as supported by the specification. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of 
this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(e) as anticipated by McClure et al. 
(U.S. Patent 6,250,548, hereafter "McClure"). 



As per Claims 1 and 1 1 , McClure teaches the following: 
"storing a database of voter records, each voter record comprising at least one 
voter characteristic, based on said at least one voter characteristic, generating a 
paper ballot" (See col. 9, lines 29-33 and 39-42, col. 31 , lines 51-52 where a voter 
registration database maintains voter registration data and has the ability to generate 
jurisdiction's required mailings to registered voters teaches the registration database 
has voter's characteristic data, including mailing address and voting jurisdiction, and 
further, absentee database manages absentee voter lists and generates absentee voter 
ballot for mailing is equivalent to Applicant's storing a database of voter records, 
each voter record comprising at least one voter characteristic, based on said at 
least one voter characteristic, generating a paper ballot); and 
"based on said at least one voter characteristic, generating a paper ballot" (See 
col. 9, lines 29-33 and 39-42, col. 31 , lines 51-52 where a voter registration database 
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maintains voter registration data and has the ability to generate jurisdiction's required 
mailings to registered voters teaches the registration database has voter's characteristic 
data, including mailing address and voting jurisdiction, and further, absentee database 
manages absentee voter lists and generates absentee voter ballot for mailing is 
equivalent to Applicant s based on said at least one voter characteristic, generating 
a paper ballot). 

As per Claims 2 and 12, McClure teaches "based on said at least one voter 
characteristic, determining a set of positions and issues for which a voter is 
eligible to vote, and generating a paper ballot comprising said set of positions 

and issues" (See col. 30, lines 51-56 where an absentee ballot has first data element 
supporting a variety of ballot styles including only those races and issues for which the 
various voters in the precinct may be eligible to vote, a second element providing 
authenticity information and a third element including a unique ballot issue number is 
equivalent to Applicant's based on said at least one voter characteristic, 
determining a set of positions and issues for which a voter is eligible to vote, and 
generating a paper ballot comprising said set of positions and issues). 

As per Claims 3 and 13, McClure teaches "marking the voter record associated' 
with said generated ballot as voted" (See col. 32, lines 42-53 where the write-in of 
returned and voted absentee ballot is scanned, accepted and stored as part of the ballot 
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image is equivalent to Applicant's marking the voter record associated with said 
generated ballot as voted). 

As per Claims 4 and 14, McClure teaches the following: 
"generating said paper ballot comprising a voter associated portion and an 
anonymous portion" (See col. 31, lines 51-60 where ballot having top and bottom 
sheets and bottom sheet being placed in an envelope prepared for returning the voted 
sheet for mailing to voter teaches voter associated and a voting portions are generated 
and printed for delivering the ballot by mail, further at Fig. 26 and col. 33, lines 32-36 
where voter name is associated with an issue number which is internal to a computer 
and incorporated into bar code printed on the bottom sheet and the number is never 
viewed by human is equivalent to Applicant's generating said paper ballot 
comprising a voter associated portion and an anonymous portion), and 
"mailing said ballot to a voter identified in said voter associated portion, together 
with an anonymous envelope and a return envelope" (See Fig. 26 and col. 31, lines 
51-67 where ballot having top and bottom sheets, and bottom sheet being placed in an 
envelope prepared for returning the voted sheet for mailing to voter teaches voter 
associated and a voting portions are generated and printed for delivering the ballot by 
mail is equivalent to Applicant's mailing said ballot to a voter identified in said voter 
associated portion, together with an anonymous envelope and a return envelope). 
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As per Claims 5 and 17, McClure further teaches "generated ballot comprises 
means for separating said voter associated portion and said anonymous portion" 

(See Fig. 26, elements 180-184 and col. 31, lines 51-60 where the top sheet is 
removed, by using perforated edges, from the bottom sheet which is the ballot to be 
mailed back to the headquarter, and Examiner takes an official notice that returning 
envelope maintains anonymous is a daily practice in business inquiry and opinion 
polling for decades is equivalent to Applicant's generated ballot comprises means for 
separating said voter associated portion and said anonymous portion). 

As per Claim 6, McClure further teaches "anonymous portion is adapted to be 
inserted into said anonymous envelope" (See Fig. 26 and col. 31, lines 51-60 where 
absentee ballot is sent by the mail and at col. 31 , lines 40-45 where all portions and 
return envelope fit in an outer envelope are tied together by perorated edges is 
equivalent to Applicant's anonymous portion is adapted to be inserted into said 
anonymous envelope). 

As per Claims 7 and 15, McClure further teaches "anonymous envelope is adapted 
to be enclosed in said return envelope" (See Fig. 26 and col. 31, lines 51-60 by 
showing absentee ballot is sent by the mail and at col. 31 , lines 40-45 where all 
portions, including the ballot, and the return envelope fit in an outer envelope tied 
together by perorated edges and further, Examiner takes an official notice that 
enclosing a sealed envelope in a returning envelope is a common and decades long 
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business practice, for example, college encloses an individual scripts into a sealed 
envelope and insert the envelope into a mailing envelope for sending to the individual's 
potential employer is equivalent to Applicant's anonymous envelope is adapted to be 
enclosed in said return envelope). 

As per Claims 8 and 16, McClure further teaches "anonymous portion of said 
ballot is adapted to be inserted into said anonymous envelope" (See Fig. 26 and 
col. 31, lines 51-60 by showing absentee ballot is sent by the mail and at col. 31, lines 
40-45 where all portions and return envelope fit in an outer envelope tied together by 
perorated edges, and "said anonymous envelope is adapted to be inserted into said 
return envelope" at Fig. 26 and col. 31, lines 51-60 by showing absentee ballot is sent 
by the mail and at col. 31 , lines 40-45 where all portions, including the ballot, and the 
return envelope fit in an outer envelope tied together by perorated edges is equivalent 
to Applicant's anonymous portion of said ballot is adapted to be inserted into said 
anonymous envelope). 

As per Claim 9, McClure teaches "receiving said return envelope, separating said 
anonymous envelope from said voter associated portion, and marking the voter 
record associated with the voter identified in said voter associated portion as 
voted" (See col. 31 , lines 51-60 by showing instructions for performing steps of 
receiving ballot package, separating mailing materials, marking the ballot, placing voted 
ballot into return envelope and sending back to the headquarter is equivalent to 
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Applicant s receiving said return envelope, separating said anonymous envelope 
from said voter associated portion, and marking the voter record associated with 
the voter identified in said voter associated portion as voted). 

As per Claim 10, McClure further teaches "return envelope is addressed to a vote 
receiving location" (See col. 31, lines 31-60 where the return envelope is to be 
returned to the headquarter edges is equivalent to Applicant's return envelope is 
addressed to a vote receiving location). 

As per Claims 18, 24 and 35, McClure teaches the following: 
"marking each of a plurality of voted paper ballots with a unique ballot 
identification" (See col. 30, lines 58-59 where a unique absentee ballot issue number 
is the 3 rd data element in the ballot is equivalent to Applicant's marking each of a 
plurality of voted paper ballots with a unique ballot identification); 
"scanning said plurality of voted ballots and generating a digital pictures of each 
of said ballots" (See col. 43, 37-59 where voter eligibility is validated by scanning the 
voter and the voter is assigned the specific ballot styles is equivalent to Applicant's 
scanning said plurality of voted ballots and generating a digital pictures of each 
of said ballots); 

"analyzing markings indicating a voter's intent made on said plurality of voted 
ballots" (See col. 32, lines 20-21 and 29-35 where image of marks, positional 
information and encoded bar code are scanned and analyzed is equivalent to 
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Applicant s analyzing markings indicating a voter's intent made on said plurality of 
voted ballots); 

'generating vote data associated with each of said plurality of voted ballots based 
on said digital pictures of said ballots" (See col. 42, lines 59-65 where voting tablet is 
ready for the voter to make his/her selections is equivalent to Applicant's generating 
vote data associated with each of said plurality of voted ballots based on said 
digital pictures of said ballots); and 

' associating each said digital picture and corresponding vote data with said 
voted ballot based on said unique ballot identification" (See col. 42, line 65 - col. 
43, line 16 and col. 30, lines 51-56 where an absentee ballot has first data element 
supporting a variety of ballot styles including only those races and issues for which the 
various voters in the precinct may be eligible to vote, a second element providing 
authenticity information and a third element including a unique ballot issue number and 
the voting styles according to each voter is displayed for his/her selection is equivalent 
to Applicant's associating each said digital picture and corresponding vote data 
with said voted ballot based on said unique ballot identification). 

As per Claims 19, 26 and 37, McClure further teaches "vote data comprises said 
unique ballot identification" (See col. 43, lines 24-31 by showing cast ballot and voter 
identification are linked together before ballot is selected and cast selection is 
equivalent to Applicant's vote data comprises said unique ballot identification). 
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As per Claims 20, 27 and 38, McClure further teaches "storing said digital pictures 
and said vote data in a database" (See col. 43, lines 32-35 and col. 44, lines 1-5 
where the readable cast ballot is moved into the primary storage location at the voting 
site and later transmitted to a central computer to store selection is equivalent to 
Applicant's storing said digital pictures and said vote data in a database). 

As per Claims 21 , 30 and 41 , McClure further teaches "storing said digital pictures 
and said vote data in a relational database" (See col. 9, lines 5-6 where commercial' 
database for storing cast ballot includes relation databases is equivalent to Applicant's 
storing said digital pictures and said vote data in a relational database). 

As per Claim 22, 31 , 32, 33 and 42, McClure further teaches the following: 
"retrieving at least one of said digital pictures" (See col. 42, lines 65-67 where voting 
tablet displays governor selection is the starting of the ballot selection/cast is equivalent 
to Applicant s retrieving at least one of said digital pictures); 
"displaying said digital picture and said vote data associated therewith on a 
display device" (See col. 42, lines 60-67 by showing the voting steps in the voting 
booth and voting tablet illuminating and displaying message for starting the 
voting/casting process is equivalent to Applicant's displaying said digital picture and 
said vote data associated therewith on a display device); and 
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"modifying said vote data associated therewith" (See col. 43, lines 25-30 where 
voter can move his/her selections before finally casting by pressing the ballot cast 
button is equivalent to Applicant's modifying said vote data associated therewith). 

As per Claim 23, McClure further teaches the following: 
"retrieving at least one of said digital pictures" (See col. 42, lines 65-67 where voting 
tablet displays governor selection is the starting of the ballot selection/cast is equivalent 
to Applicant's); 

"displaying said digital picture and said vote data associated therewith on a display 
device" (See col. 42, lines 60-67 by showing the voting steps in the voting booth and 
voting tablet illuminating and displaying message for starting the voting/casting process 
is equivalent to Applicant s retrieving at least one of said digital pictures); 
"retrieving the voted ballot associated with said digital picture based on said 
unique ballot identification" (See col. 43, lines 24-31 by showing cast ballot and voter 
identification are linked together before ballot is selected and cast retrieving the voted 
ballot associated with said digital picture based on said unique ballot 
identification); and 

"modifying said vote data associated with said voted ballot and said digital 
picture" (See col. 43, lines 25-30 where voter can move his/her selections before finally 
casting by pressing the ballot cast button is equivalent to Applicant's modifying said 
vote data associated with said voted ballot and said digital picture). 
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As per Claim 25 and 36, McClure teaches "a display device adapted to display at 
least one said digital picture and said vote data associated therewith" (See col. 42, 
lines 65-67 where voting tablet displays governor selection is the starting of the ballot 
selection and cast, and at col. 42, lines 60-67 by showing the voting steps in the voting 
booth and voting tablet illuminating and displaying message for starting the voting and 
casting process is equivalent to Applicant's a display device adapted to display at 
least one said digital picture and said vote data associated therewith). 

As per Claims 26 and 37, McClure teaches "mark said voted ballot with a unique 
ballot identification" (See col. 43, lines 24-31 by showing cast ballot and voter 
identification are linked together before ballot is selected and cast is equivalent to 
Applicant s mark said voted ballot with a unique ballot identification). 

As per Claims 27 and 38, McClure teaches "associate said unique ballot 
identification with said vote data and said digital picture of said voted ballot" (See 
col. 42, line 65 - col. 43, line 16 where voting styles according to each voter is displayed 
for his/her selection is equivalent to Applicant's associate said unique ballot 
identification with said vote data and said digital picture of said voted ballot). 

As per Claims 28 and 39, McClure teaches "a storage device for storing said vote 
data and said digital picture of said ballot" (See col. 43, lines 32-35 and col. 44, lines 
1-5 where the readable cast ballot is moved into the primary storage location at the 
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voting site and later transmitted to a central computer to store, and at col. 9, lines 5-6 
where commercial database for storing cast ballot includes relation databases is 
equivalent to Applicant's a storage device for storing said vote data and said digital 
picture of said ballot). 

As per Claims 29 and 40, McClure teaches "said storage device comprises a 
database" at col. 43, lines 32-35 and col. 44, lines 1-5 where the readable cast ballot is 
moved into the primary storage location at the voting site and later transmitted to a 
central computer to store, and " (See col. 9, lines 5-6 where commercial database for 
storing cast ballot includes relation databases is equivalent to Applicant's said storage 
device comprises a database). 

As per Claims 34 and 43 McClure teaches "modify said vote data based on a 
review of the voted ballot associated with said unique ballot identification in said 
vote data" (See col. 43, lines 25-30 where voter can move his/her selections before 
finally casting by pressing the ballot cast button is equivalent to Applicant's modify said 
vote data based on a review of the voted ballot associated with said unique ballot 
identification in said vote data). 

Response to Arguments 
9. With respect to the Remarks filed January 1 1 , 2006 and Rule 131 or 132 Affidavits 
filed June 2, 2005, Examiner agreed the rejections of August 11, 2006 based and made 
on Chung reference has been overcome. Current U.S.C. 35 § 102 rejections are based 
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on McClure reference. Please note Examiner also made U.S.C. 35 § 1 12 rejections to 
claims 18, 20-25, 27-28, 31-32, 35, 38-39 and 42, based on lack of antecedent basis, 
because "digital picture(s)" is not supported by the specification. Concerning Applicant's 
arguments made and based on digital picture(s), with respect to claim rejections have 
been considered, however, Examiner respectfully submits that McClure reference does 
provide teaching for visual representation(s) as detailed in the Action. 

10. The prior art made of record 

B. U.S. Patent 6,250,548 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

A. U.S. Publication 2004/0046021 

C. U.S. Patent 4,776,510 

D. U.S. Patent 5,218,528 

E. U.S. Patent 5,878,399 

Contact information 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kuen S Lu whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
41 14. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00 am-5:00 pm). 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone pre unsuccessful, the examiner's 
Supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/023,990 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2167 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for Page 13 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll free). 




